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TRE POLIO VACZIKE -- A T3IUbE?H - OF MILLIONS 

M r .  Speaker, it is nclw a full decade since the first polio vaccine 

was made generally available t o  t he  American people, 

which only a few years ago brought dread t o  parents and young people around 

the world, i s  today, thankiblly, an almost forgot ten  wurd. 

i n  our recent history, the first w a r m  winds of t h e  spring brought with them 

a cold apprehension and fear  of the dangerous summer months ahead, t o b y ' s  

children can f'reely s w i m  and play, confident i n  the  protection assured them 

by the polio vaccine. 

The word polio, 

&en a t  one tfme 

One seldoa hears of polio todzy, But it is not d i f f i c u l t  for us t o  

remember just  how much a prt of our dai ly  l ives  t h i s  great crippler was- 

not merely t o  those of us whose loved ones and fr iends were s t r icken or 

who were themselves victims-but t o  a11 of the r e s t  of us as w e l l ,  who kiew 

pol io 's  e f fec ts  and s i l e n t l y  wondered i f  w e  or om families would be next, 

Just th i r teen  years ago, i n  1952, there were over 54,000 cases of polio i n  

the United States;  l a S t  year, only 121 cases were reported. Af'ter three 

months of t h i s  year, only s i x  cases a r e  on record, 

Who are the  heroes of' t h i s  p e a t  victory? There a r e  many names we can 

s ingle  out i n  the f igh t  against polio--a f igh t  which did not begin nor end 

with the  discovery of an effect ive vaccine--but i n  r e a l i t y  it was not the 

triumph of'a f e w  isolated men o r  even of a s ingle  group. 

triumph of millions--scientists, physichns, administrators, public health and 

Rather it was the 

other public of f ic ia l s ,  volunteer health agencies, fund raisers ,  those i n  

advertising and public r e l a t iuns -and  of a l l  the  countless other Americans who 

donated time and money t o  the research effort ,  



In naming just a few of those who took par t  i n  the f igh t  against polio 

we might a r b i t r a r i l y  begin with Dr, &rl hnds te iner ,  a great Viennese micro- 

biologist ,  who i n  1908 first succeeded ir, inducing polio i n  a laboratory 

animal, t he  rhesus monkey. 

' insti tute concluded that polio was a vkus disease and predicted t h e  qulck 

development of an e f fec t ive  vaccine against it, 

Soon af te r ,  Dr, Sinon Flamer  of the Rozlrefeller 

But t h e  use of t h e  rhesus monkey i n  research presented many technical and 

f inanc ia l  problems. 

development of a vaccine u n t i l  1919, when Di-, Charles ArrastTong of the  i\lt2i;ioixiE 

In s t i t u t e s  of Health foun3 a way t o  t r a n s m i t  one of t'ne three tnes  of polls- 

viruses t o  cotton rats and mLce--a technique w5ich h-memely speeded up 

research. 

In fan t i l e  Paralysis, t he  U,S, h b l i e  Bealth Service, and other sources;, many 

v i ro logis t s  began t o  work on vaccines. Then, as w e  w e l l  know, the  ftrst 

This fac tor  precluded nuch further progress towzrd tlie 

3purred on by f inanc ia l  support from the  National Fo-unilation for 

usable killed-virus vaccine was produced by Ix-, Jonas Salk of the University 

of Pittsburg. A f t e r  sensi'cim? animal tes t s ,  the  vaccine was i n  195k finally 

given the la rges t  medical f i e l d  trials i n  American h is tory  when almost two 

million school children (with the  consent of thefr parents) participsted,  

The Salk vaccine was found t o  be up t o  90 percent e f fec t ive  and vas licensed 

f o r  sale by the  NIH Division of Biologics Standards on April 12, 1955, t he  

same day the  r e su l t s  of t h e  c l i n i c a l  t r l a l s  were announced, 

The long sought fo r  vaccine was a rea l i ty ,  but t h i s  was only t o  be a new 

beginning. 

National Foundation f o r  f r e e  distribution, w e r e  limited, but the  demnd for it 

was overwhelming. 

an advisory cormittee of p d i o  au thor i t ies  and representatives of parent am3 

consmer groups t o  recomaend a plan t o  assure the me 

committee established a system of p r i o r i t i e s  5rb.lch would gLve the m~csc.lue to 

The first supplies o f  the  vaccine, much of it purchased by the 

The Surgeon General of t he  U.S. Public Health Service summoned 

' s  orderly use. The 



grcups i n  t h e  population most susceptable t o  polio. 

The success o f  t h i s  system was par t icu lar ly  noteworthy since it was 

en t i r e ly  voluntary and depended upon t h e  American sense of fair-play t o  

see tha t  'Chose whose r i s k  were greatest  received vaccine f irst .  The 

producers of t h e  vaccine a l so  cooperated by se l l i ng  to t h e  s t a t e s  o n l y  

i n  proportion t o  the  amount of high p r i o r i t y  individuals who resided i n  

them. The Public Health Service administered t h e  program u n t i l  l a t e  i n  

1956 when t h e  vaccine was more p len t i fu l  and the  program was discontinued. 

To assure t h a t  no children or pregnant women should be deprived of 

vaccine because they could not afford it, Congress, i n  1955, passed t h e  

Poliomyelitis Vaccinatlon Assistance Act which gave grants-in-aid t o  t he  

States t o  be used for t he  purchase of' vaccine and t h e  administration of' 

vaccination programs. 

phy%icians i n  pr iva te  prac'tice gave freely o f  t h e i r  time and service t o  

administer t h e  publicly purzhasnd vaccine. 

Over $50 m i l l i o n .  was allocated under t h i s  ac t  and 

Then, uneqeetly,  four years af-ber t h e  introduction of t he  vaccine 

the  n~mber of polio cases began to r i s e  again. 

unit o f  the  PES'S Communicable Disease Center gathered evidence f rom 

health departments across the  cou;ltry whleh shoved tha t  t he  increase was 

an effect  of t h e  wanlng pcSlic i n t e re s t  i n  vaccination rather t h a n  a 

rePlee%lon on the  lack of effectiveness of t he  vaccine. 

The Polio Semeillance 
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Acting on t h i s  revelation, t h e  Public Health Service, American Med- 

i c a l  Association, and the National Poundation issued warning statements t o  

make t h e  public more aware of t h e  great need for vaccination. 

dent of the  United States twice isseed a personal plea t o  t he  h e r '  ican 

The Presi- 

people t o  take vaccine. ManufactGrers agreed not t o  c u r t a i l  production 

despLte r i s i n g  stockpiles of t h e  qu-iekdy out-of-date vaccine. 

t o  these e f fo r t s  many commLmitles organized intensive drives tha t  succeeded 

In response 

i n  produ-cing a shaq  r i s e  i n  d.2aa3d. 
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A s  it soon became apparent t h a t  pcblic in te res t  and awareness would 

need regular boosting, a se r ies  of nationwide advertising campaigns were 

launched by the  Advertising Council e Billboards, newspaper advertisements 

car cards, and top t a l en t  i n  radjo and te levis ion to ld  the  polio s tory 

and urged vaccination. 

With the  l icensing i n  190'1 and 1962 of  the  three types of oral, 

l ive-virus polio vaccine developed by ET. Albert Sabin of the  Uiiiversity 

of" Cineinatti,  added impetus was given t o  the vaccination drive, sinee 

prevention was now l i t e r a l l y  as  easy as swallowing a lump of sugar.. 

Today, as the r e su l t  of a l l  these effo-rts, polio has almost passed 

in to  history. 

continue t o  be a plague i n  the  American past .  

estimates t h a t  a t  l e a s t  212,000 Amerlcans have been saved f r o m  death 

As long as our newborn a r e  properly vaccinated it w i l l  

The Publfc Health Service 

o r  crippling f r o m  polio s ince 1955. This remarkable achievement is the  

accomplishment of a l l  Jznericans -- scient is ts ,  school children, vaccine 

manufacturers, and others, Tt is a f ine  -- almost unique -- example of 

t he  things t h e  col lect ive s p i r i t  of the  American people can do when they 

work together f o r  a b e t t e r  world for themselves -- and for the  generations 

yet unborn. 
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